Color Coding

Use the highlighter to code the text.  Different colors can mean different things, depending on specific assessment foci.  For my general assignment assessments, I use

RED: there’s something wrong with this text.  Maybe it’s a fragment or run on, maybe it’s a spelling or punctuation error, or maybe what the text asserts is simply incorrect (such as one plus one equals three).


Proper Response: fix it or get rid of it.

YELLOW: there’s something awkward with this text.  Maybe the diction is odd, maybe the idea is misplaced, or maybe I have a good idea what the text is trying to assert but it’s just not clear enough.


Proper Response: fix it.

GREEN: there’s something wonderful about this text.  Maybe it’s a terrific idea, maybe it’s a good idea beautifully stated, or maybe the structure of the given genre is satisfyingly fulfilled (such as an excellent conclusion to a persuasive essay).

Proper Response: capitalize on it and extend the ideas further; rewrite the essay saving and featuring what’s happening here; show it to your mom.

Warning: if all students do during revisions is edit the color coded text, they tend to end up with really weird essays.  This is not editing.  Revision is what it says it is: re-visioning what you’ve already taken a look at—see it from ANOTHER angle now.  My highlighting practice is intended to guide the writer with the notion of seeing the topic anew through the next round of writing.  Significant changes are expected.  

