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The novel Plain Truth by Jodi Picoult is one that will keep you turning the pages until the very last sentence. I really enjoyed this novel because even though it was fiction, it was extremely believable. It is hard to take a topic like an unwed Amish girl on trial for the murder of her own child and make it something very real. However, Jodi Picoult did a perfect job of doing so. 


What initially attracted me to reading this book was its setting. It takes place in the Amish country of Pennsylvania, specifically Lancaster County. I loved Picoult’s detailed descriptions of the Fisher farm. She writes that it was “a kaleidoscope of color: kelly green corn, red silos, and above it all, a sky as wide and blue as a robin’s egg” (48). These thorough descriptions made me feel as if I was sitting there in the cornfield, taking in every aspect with all of my senses. As the novel progresses, it is clear Jodi Picoult did a lot of research to make this book very believable. Not only does she perfect every aspect of the description of the setting, but she also explains the Amish religion so fluently and understandably. It is clear Picoult knows the customs and traditions of the Amish and applies it to the Fisher family.


One of the main themes of the novel is the idea of honesty. The Amish are extremely religious and believe in forgiveness. However, it seems it is hard to forgive 18 year old Katie Fisher for not only having a baby out of wedlock but also to be the main suspect in his murder. Although Katie cannot remember much from the night she gave birth, she would do anything to be welcomed back into her church, even if it means admitting to a crime she didn’t do. It is expected to admit to whatever you are accused of in the Amish church, and Katie does not understand that it doesn’t work that way in court. Because Picoult’s novel is a mystery, honesty comes up frequently. Had the story taken place anywhere else, this would be just another murder case in the news. However, the murder of Baby Fisher becomes an issue within the Amish church, as well. Not many folks believe Katie when she pleads not guilty. One reason is because Katie’s boyfriend Samuel is not the father of the victim, which proves Katie was not only unfaithful but also had premarital sex. Katie hid the pregnancy from her parents, which could be seen as a motive to kill. The entire plot seems a bit ironic, considering Amish people are seen almost saint-like, but one is on trial for murder. In addition, Picoult allows the reader to make his own verdict. She writes unbiased to the main character, switching between third and first person. 

Picoult combines the perfect amount of suspense and keeps you going until the very end, without dragging the novel along. She wraps the story in a completely unexpected way that leaves the reader satisfied. There is even a touch of romance to lighten the harshness of the trial. While it is not my favorite book, it was definitely a quality read.
