American Literature
Short Story Research May 2015
You will be writing a 2-3 page research – based paper about one of the short stories listed below.  You will be modeling this analysis after a book review.  You will analyze theme, conflict, characterization, or point of view of a short story by Fitzgerald, Faulkner, or Hemingway and incorporate several resources into your paper.  Yes, you are doing the analyzing, but this time you will inform your understanding using ideas from outside sources.  
You will receive TWO summative assessment grades for this assignment: content and MLA format.

I will teach you about correct MLA documentation and formatting.  One of the main resources we will consult is the Purdue Owl Writing Lab.  www.purdueowl.edu.  

You MAY earn graduation competencies in quality work and technology literacy.

Step #1 – Choose a short story from the list of “modernists” below.  Read several before deciding.
Ernest Hemingway

“Cat in the Rain”

“A Clean, Well-Lighted Place”

“Hills Like White Elephants”

“In Another Country”

“The Killers”

“The Short Happy Life of Francis Macomber”

“The Snows of Kilimanjaro”

“Soldier’s Home”

F. Scott Fitzgerald

“Babylon Revisited”

“Crazy Sunday”

“The Diamond as Big as the Ritz”

“A New Leaf”

“Winter Dreams”

William Faulkner

“Barn Burning”

“The Bear”

“Race at Morning”

“A Rose for Emily”

“That Evening Sun

Step #2 – Find at least 2 scholarly criticisms of the story.  One must be a print source.  We will be in the library with Mrs. Earnshaw learning about available resources.
Step #3 – Write the first draft.  Save a copy in your Google Docs folder.
· Include an interesting and engaging introduction.  This paragraph is an appropriate place to include some relevant biographical information.
· Explain your thinking about the short story by analyzing two areas of the story or one area (such as theme) in depth  Use outside sources to inform your thinking and give credit to all ideas that are someone else’s thinking!  Keep in mind that you’re not the first person to think-up these ideas.  Literary scholars have done the work for you; you just need to present their ideas to your audience in an organized fashion that includes some of your thinking and all of your organizational skills.

· Conclude your analysis.  Ask yourself “so what?”  What’s this story or author got going for him?  What’s the big deal about the story or the author?
Step #4 – Be sure you correctly cite your sources in the context of your paper.  Also check to see that you use correct MLA formatting for the entire paper as well as the Work Cited Page which is the last page of the assignment.  

When working on this assignment, be sure it is a WORD DOCUMENT.  When completed, upload it into GOOGLE DOCS, but print it as a WORD document.
Step #5 – Revise it for content

Step #6 – Revise it for correct MLA format.
Mini-Research Paper













NAME ________________
Short Story ______________________________________  Author ___________________________
	
	Distinguished
	Proficient
	Limited
	Unacceptable

	CONTENT
	
	
	
	

	IDEAS
	Interesting, perceptive, unique, sophisticated, insightful
	Clear, thoughtful, relevant
	Simplistic, uneven in quality, lacking in relevance
	Ineffective or confusing

	PURPOSE/FOCUS

(CCSS)


	Fully sustained,

consistently and 

purposefully focused: 

- clearly stated claim within context 

-clearly addressed alternate or opposing 

claims 
	Adequately sustained, generally focused: 

-claim is clear and for 

the most part maintained, though some loosely related material may be 

present -context provided for the claim is adequate
	Somewhat sustained; may have a minor drift in focus: 

-may be clearly focused on the claim but is 

insufficiently sustained 

-claim on the issue may be somewhat unclear 

and unfocused
	response may be related to the purpose but may offer little relevant detail: 

-may be very brief 

-may have a major drift 

-claim may be confusing or 

ambiguous

	SUPPORTING EVIDENCE

(CCSS)
	Thorough and convincing support/evidence 
· Effective use of sources, facts, and details; 

· Achieves substantial depth that is specific and relevant: 

· Evidence is smoothly integrated, comprehensive, relevant, and concrete 

· Effective and varied use of elaborative techniques


	Adequate support/ evidence for claim that 
· Includes the use of sources, facts, and details

· Achieves some depth and specificity but is predominantly general: 

· Some evidence from sources is integrated, though citations may be general or imprecise 

· Adequate use of some elaborative techniques
	Uneven, cursory support/evidence for the claim that 
· Includes partial or uneven use of sources, facts, and details, 

· Achieves little depth: 

· Evidence from sources is weakly integrated, 

· Citations, if present, are uneven 

· Weak or uneven use of elaborative techniques
	∙Minimal support/evidence for the claim that
· Includes little or no use of sources, facts, and details: 

· Use of evidence from sources is minimal, absent, in error, or irrelevant

	WRITTEN EXPRESSION

(CCSS)
	Strong command of conventions: -
· Few, if any, errors in usage and sentence formation 
· Effective and consistent use of punctuation, capitalization, 

· spelling
	Adequate command of conventions: 
· Some errors in usage and sentence formation 

· No systematic pattern of errors is displayed 

· Adequate use of punctuation, capitalization, and spelling
	Demonstrates a partial command of conventions: 
· Frequent errors in usage may obscure meaning 

· Inconsistent use of punctuation, capitalization, and spelling
	Demonstrates a lack of command of conventions: 
· Errors are frequent and severe 

· Meaning is often obscure

	
	
	
	
	CONTENT GRADE=

	MLA MECHANICS
	
	
	
	

	PAPER
	Correct, complete, accurate
	Mostly complete, 
accurate
	Some inaccuracies, 
some distracting errors
	Inaccuracies abound

	PARENTHETICAL REFERENCES
	Correct, complete, 
accurate placement
	Mostly complete, 
accurate placement
	Some inaccuracies, some errors
inconsistent
	Inadequate, inaccurate

	WORKS CITED PAGE
	Completely accurate:

· title, alphabetizing, indentations; 

· order of information

· punctuation
	· Mostly accurate:

· title, degree of completion, alphabetizing, indentations, 
· order of information

· punctuation
	Inconsistent:

· title, alphabetizing, indentations, degree of completion, 
· order of information

· punctuation
	· Incorrect or inaccurate:

· title, indentations, alphabetizing

· order of information

· incomplete, 
· organization
· punctuation

	
	
	
	
	MLA GRADE=


