Big Ideas:

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn

1. What are some of the social evils Huck identifies?  What is his initial personal solution for these evils?   Necessity brings Huck back in contact with social evils.

What are these?

What compromises does Huck make to cope with these evils?

Give incidents of Huck’s lying, cheating, and stealing.

Why does he do these things?

SO???? So what?  What do your answers suggest about a big idea?

2. Is Huck a hypocrite?  If not, why not?  If yes, why?

3. What are Huck’s true feelings about:

Slavery?

Organized religion?

Cruelty to one’s fellow man?

4. In what way is this novel about justice?

5. Examine some of the different events which disgust and depress Huck in the novel.

6. Examine Jim as a:

role model and parental figure

stereotype

a person

7. Examine the different forms of enslavement for both Huck and Jim.  Discuss the extent to which other characters are slaves to people, situations, or ideas.

