
Chautauqua









NAME ___________________
You will be discussing a piece of literature in an organized but informal manner.  The class will sit in a circle with me (the teacher) sitting on the outside of the circle assessing the number of times you participate in the discussion and taking notes.  You will receive a rubric that will assess a number of criteria: conduct, speaking, reasoning, and listening.  The teacher is NOT responsible for facilitating this activity.  You are responsible for keeping the discussion going.  No one should dominate, but leadership should emerge.  

COME PREPARED FOR THE DISCUSSION.  You are responsible for:

· Having marked key issues or passages in your notes or text.

· Taking notes during the Chautauqua.

· Asking questions about what you have read, heard, and/or seen.

· Asking for clarification for any passage read aloud or assigned, but which you do not understand.

· Being courteous and respectful of your peers.

· Pausing and thinking before responding to a question or comment.

· Giving your opinions clearly and succinctly.

· Making judgments you can defend with textual evidence.

· Locating facts and examples in the text that can be cited as evidence for a particular argument.

· Listening attentively and patiently as peers share their ideas.

· Listening critically to other’s opinions and taking issue with inaccuracies or illogical reasoning.

· Clarifying information and lending support to (not just agreeing with) a peer’s argument or point.

· Moving the discussion forward to new concepts.

· Maintaining an open mind to a diversity of opinions and ideas.

· Listening acutely to a peer’s entire position before taking issue with it.

· Searching for connections with previous readings or prior studies.

· Avoiding repetitiveness by developing stronger listening skills.

· Being prepared by having read my text thoroughly and reflectively.

· Speaking loudly and articulating clearly.

· Exhibiting mature behavior with patience and self-control.

Reminders:

If you do not participate (speak) in the Chautauqua, you cannot be assessed; thus, the rubric will reflect a failing grade.  
In all cases, it’s not just about the number of times you participate in the discussion, but also the quality of your ideas and comments as thoughtful and insightful.
If this is the first Chautauqua of the year, it will be a formative assessment; subsequent Chautauquas will be considered summative assessments.  
