Catcher in the Rye








NAME ________________
Review Board DEBATE
Assignment:

At the end of Catcher in the Rye, Holden Caulfield is confined to a psychiatric hospital in California.  Now, he is being considered for release.  You will represent one side of the argument either to release him now or continue to retain him.  Both sides will need to present evidence to support their case for or against Holden’s retention when the case comes before the hospital’s Board of Trustees.  We will pick cards to determine sides.
Each side will have an equal number of team members.  They might include attorneys, therapists, doctors, friends, etc.  Prepare your case!  Your “lead attorney” may call witnesses or experts to testify.  Just be sure to present a convincing case to the Board.  Base your evidence on your understanding of the text.
Each side should present cogent arguments on behalf of their client.  You may also call to the witness stand anyone with evidence to support your claims.  They might be characters from the book or fictional.  You may use any quotations from the text. 
There will be several students and Mrs. Frey representing the Board of Trustees who will determine Holden’s fate.  They will apply the attached rubric, to determine Holden’s fate.  We will combine our results for a final score.
Debate Rubric:
Group Members___________________________________________________

Position?___________________________


Role? ______________________ 
	
	Possible

Points
	Board Member’s Award

	Statement of Position (initial 3-5 minutes) clear and forceful

15 pts = A - 14/15; B - 12/13; C – 10/11; D – 9/8; F – 7-0


	15
	

	Degree of member’s contribution to position/group

15 pts = A - 14/15; B - 12/13; C – 10/11; D – 9/8; F – 7-0


	15
	

	Appropriateness of support for position

10 pts = A – 9/10; B - 8; C – 7; D – 6; F – 5-0


	10
	

	Aesthetics of Debate:

●Do individuals visually instill credibility? 

(eye contact, effective verbalization, appearance, body language)

15 pts = A - 14/15; B - 12/13; C – 10/11; D – 9/8; F – 7-0


	15
	

	Arguments:

●Clear focus to position

10 pts = A – 9/10; B - 8; C – 7; D – 6; F – 5-0

●Quality of evidence

A – 23,24,25; B – 20,21,22; C – 17, 18, 19; D – 15, 16; F – 14-0
	10
25
	

	Effectiveness of Rebuttal
	10
	

	Total Points
	100
	


Comments:
