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NAME ____________
Essay Test (Summative)
A. Examine the imagery or motifs in the novel.  Consider:

· Color (especially green)

· Eyes or vision (whether accurate or distorted)

· A wasteland (a barren landscape ashes, dust)

· Cars

· Death

· Time

From this examination create a thesis (thematic) statement.  You do not have to write the paper; only write a clear thesis statement!  In this case you do NOT have to include the title and author.
B. Answer any two of the following in detail.  Use your best written expression.  Support your ideas with specific examples.

· Quotations are not necessary, but use specific examples whenever possible.

· Focus on answering the questions with clear TOPIC SENTENCES.

· In most cases a couple of paragraphs will suffice.  Don’t waste time writing introductions and conclusions.  

· LEAVE MARGINS!  Double space when printing out hard copy.
· Label the number of the question you are answering.
1. What is Fitzgerald saying about the American Dream?  Big idea: theme!  How did he do (communicate) it?
2. Compare the Buchanan marriage to the Wilson marriage.  What are the similarities and what are the differences?  Conclude by asking yourself: What’s Fitzgerald saying about marriage?

3. Discuss how Fitzgerald uses East and West to represent different viewpoints in the novel.  

4. What’s Fitzgerald’s point about reality and illusion?

5. Some critics suggest that although Gatsby is the principal figure in the action of the novel, Nick is the most significant character.  Discuss the novel as a record of Nick’s moral development.  What does Nick learn from his experiences in the East?

6. To what degree is Tom, Daisy, or Gatsby himself, most responsible for Jay Gatsby’s end?  Three paragraphs organized in climactic order and be convincing with your choice of MOST responsible!
7. Explain the title of the book.
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