Study Questions







NAME _______________

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn

Chapters 21-23 Identifying Facts

1. What kind of show do the king and duke plan at first? 

2. What does Sherburn do to Boggs? 

3. How is the first performance by the duke and king received? 

4. What is the people's response to the "Royal Nonesuch"? 

5. What does Jim tell Huck about his daughter Elizabeth? 

Interpreting Meanings

6. How would you describe the town where Huck and Jim land? What are the inhabitants like? 
7. What is Sherburn's attitude toward the men attempting to lynch him? What do you think Twain's attitude is? 
8. Why do you think Twain includes a description of the circus here? How would you compare the circus to the entertainment provided by the duke and king? 
9. How do the duke and king entice people to see the "Royal Nonesuch"? What do you think Twain is implying about human nature with this? 
10. What connection does Huck see between the duke and king and real royalty? What do you think Twain's opinion is? 

Chapters 24-26 Identifying Facts

1. What arrangement does the duke make so that Jim doesn't have to be tied up all day? 

2. How does the king learn about the Wilks family? 

3. Why is the king worried that the gold is $415 short? How do they solve the problem? 

4. Why does Dr. Robinson think that the king is a fraud? 

5. What makes Huck determined to steal the gold back from the duke and king? 

Interpreting Meanings

6. How do clothes change the king? How do clothes change Jim? What would you say the thematic role of clothes might be in these chapters? 
7. At the end of Chapter 24, Huck describes the welcome the townspeople give the duke and king, and says, "It was enough to make a body ashamed of the human race." Why do you think Huck's response to this is so strong? How does what the duke and king are doing differ from what they've done before? 
8. Why do the duke and king give "their" part of the inheritance to the girls? 
9. What qualities do the Wilks girls have that allow them to be duped so easily? How does Mary Jane's response to Joanna's grilling of Huck help emphasize this? 
10. How would you compare these townspeople with the inhabitants of the townspeople in the last episode? Are they better, worse, or about the same?  

