Exposition expounds, explains, and exposes.  The root of the word “essay” relates to an effort, an analysis, an attempt.  Generations of students have heard the overall plan of an expository essay described in this folksy fashion:  “Tell’em what you’ll tell ‘em.  Tell ‘em.  Tell ‘em what you told ‘em.”  With some revision of the third element, that overall struc-ture still prevails.  Please find here some considerations on how to begin and how to end.

INTRODUCTION

The introduction paragraph opens an essay and generally consists of 2 or 3 sections, each with its own purpose.  

Lead-in Remarks  --  A brief series of sentences attracts the reader, “funnels” him toward the essay’s subsequent thesis statement, and “warms up” the discussion in some fashion.

In a progressive manner, the writer approaches his specific topic much as a bowler delivers his ball down the lane.  Many strategies are available, and using “we,” “us,” “our” phrasing here can assist in embracing the audience.

· a broad observation which is then funneled or narrowed in focus

· definition of an essential term or concept

· a relevant narrative incident or anecdote

· one or more questions

· a stimulating quotation

· startling statistics or surprising facts contrary to popular belief

· the historical context of an issue or work under consideration
· biographical information on an author or other person 
· topical reference or allusion to a contemporary event or situation
· justification of personal knowledge on the subject
· a controversial or provocative assertion
· an idea that is contrary to the one to be developed
· others
Thesis Statement --  This single sentence clearly announces the focus of the essay.  This “umbrella” remark covers or controls the body development.  It is a “topic sentence on steroids” that states your overall pitch or claim.  If extracted from the introduction paragraph, the thesis statement should make sense independently; in other words, it should be able to “stand alone,” (i.e., not “This is certainly true.”).  For this reason, it should, for instance, contain the title of any literary work under consideration.  

A thesis statement consists of a topic (“My visit to NYC”) and an “attitude” (“became a complete nightmare”).  While carefully and firmly worded (not “There are”), a thesis statement should not be needlessly long or convoluted—a dozen words is likely better than twice that number.

When first searching for an issue to explore, a person can usefully ask a “thesis question” which, in turn, prompts a “thesis answer.”  (TQ:  “How did General Motors Corporation manage to recover?”  TA:  “Several factors contributed to the rapid resurgence of GM.”)  

Consider this opening passage a television news anchor might use:  Our prolonged economic downturn has, among other things, spelled disaster for the entire housing market.  Few areas have shown much of a recovery.  However, as Dean Reynolds reports, an inventive small town in Iowa might represent a residential model for other communities across the nation.
Preview --  Frequently recommended, this brisk section foreshadows in order the points or sub-topics developed in the upcoming body of the essay.   Two cautions:  Do not attach these ideas to the thesis statement itself, and generally avoid phrasing such as 

“This paper will examine …” or “As I soon will discuss ….”

CONCLUSION

To no surprise, a conclusion paragraph finishes or completes an essay and also generally consists of 2-3 parts.

Thesis Re-statement --  Following a transitional expression, clearly repeat the major claim you have just developed.  Do your best to vary the wording, even possibly stating your claim backwards.  For example, if the initial thesis statement supported the need for national health insurance, you might here claim such is “something we cannot live without.”  Concrete, graphic imagery and muscular language can lend vigor to any re-statement (i.e., 

Review --  Viewpoints vary regarding the need for a review of body points.  In a relatively short essay that provides an earlier preview and effective topic sentences along the way, this writer finds such a summary repetitious and dull.  It comes across as empty filler and might even insult the reader.

Lead-out Remarks --  Just as lead-in comments attracted the reader to your thesis claim, a few sentences of lead-out material gradually release him. As then, “we,” “us,” “our” phrasing can smooth this departure.  Do not simply retrace your entry strategy; do not walk in circles.  You are finally positioned to broaden your focus and to offer some purposeful, final considerations.  You’ve proven your claim; now go somewhere with it.

· Pose one or a series of thought-provoking questions.

· Introduce a forceful, incisive quotation.

· Offer advice or encouragement.

· Present advantages or benefits if a proposal is adopted.

· Provide caution or warnings if a recommendation goes ignored.

· Relate an alternative incident or narrative fragment.

· Pull in an historical parallel or relevant ensuing events.

· Relate, apply, extend, connect the issue of the essay to the reader and his world.

· Other

