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Guided Reading Questions

Answer the following questions in the space provided in some detail.  Leave room for additions in class.  At the end of each chapter, write down any questions you need answered.  You should note page numbers where details occur.

Chapter 1

1. Identify the narrative point of view.

2. List the characters and include any unique details about them.

3. List details of the setting.

4. How did the boys arrive here? What is going on in the outside world?

5. Explain the reason for the chapter’s title.

6. What decisions are made?  What is accomplished on the island?

7. What relationships seem to be developing so far?
Chapter 2

1. Now that this little society is getting started, plans are being made.  How well are they being carried out?  Discuss in relation to use of the conch?
· Fears of the beastie? 
· And the signal fire?

2. What symbolism can you find in the fire itself and in what happens to it?

3. Copy at least one quotation that you believe may have lasting significance.  Note the page number.
Chapter 3

1. How has the appearance of the boys changed with the passage of time?

2. What creates a feeling of doom and foreboding in this chapter?

3. Why is there such a sense of mystery about Simon?

Chapter 4

1. What do Roger and Maurice do?  What larger significance can you find in it?

2. What does face paint mask within the boys?

3. Why has Golding JUXTAPOSED the signal fire episode and the pig celebration?  Identify the many contrasts here.

4. What is happening to the power and leadership within the group?

Chapter 5
1. List the specific complaints Ralph mentions in the assembly.
2. List the varying theories offered by the boys about the nature of the beast and the possibilities of its existence.

3. What is the “concealing splendors of the sunlight” in the first paragraph, and what is this supposed to suggest?

4. Why does this chapter “feel” like a turning point?  Find some lines and page numbers.
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Chapter 6

FIND SPECIFIC LINES AND PAGES TO SUPPORT ANSWERS TO THE FOLLOWING:

1. What is the great irony of the parachutist’s arrival?

2. How much truth do Samneric bring back to the boys?

3. What specific parallels to Chapter 1 can you find here?

4. Find an example (or more than one) of description that sets a mood.

5. Find some lines that are typical “Jack” comments.

6. How can you tell that Ralph’s leadership seems to be wavering?

7. Identify the three most significant lines in the chapter.

Chapter 7

1. What mood does the sight of the ocean create in Ralph?

2. How do you explain the juxtaposition of Ralph’s memories of home with his own actions immediately afterward?

3. What is so frightening about the “game” the boys play after the boar got away?

4. Keeping in mind that it is already dark, why do Jack and Ralph continue up the mountain to the fire?

5. What significance can you find in the references to the ashes just before they see the beastie?

6. What is the most frightening comment made by Jack in this chapter?
7. Look at Simon’s words and actions in this chapter.  How do you explain him?
Chapter 8
AS USUAL, BACK UP YOUR COMMENTS WITH PAGE/LINE SOURCES.  THIS WHOLE CHAPTER IS DIFFICULT BECAUSE OF THE INTPRETATIONS SO FAR.

1. What sequence of events leads to the split into two opposing groups?

2. How does Golding remind the reader that these are boys, not adults?  Why does he remind us?

3. What change do you see in Ralph in this chapter?
4. What decisions are made about the fire?  What is Piggy’s role in them?

5. How is Jack’s new position achieved?

6. The killing of the sow is a definitive scene in the novel.  What do the actions and feelings of the boys reveal about them?
7. What is the Lord of the Flies?

8. Explain Simon’s actions and thoughts here. (a tall order!)

Chapter 9

1. In Chapter 8 the weather began to change, and it continues in this chapter, what is the change and what is its significance?

2. Compare the leadership styles of Ralph and Jack.  What would you conclude?

3. Simon is often characterized as a savior, a Christ figure, and a prophet.  What details of his behavior, thoughts, and fate support this idea?

4. What caused the death of Simon?  Who is responsible?

Chapter 10

1. Describe the reactions of Piggy, Ralph, and Samneric to the death of Simon.

· Piggy-

· Ralph-
· Samneric-
2. What is Ralph’s state of mind?

3. Why is the theft of Piggy’s glasses such a loss, literally and symbolically?

4. How does Jack control the boys?

Chapters 11 and 12

1. What special significance is there in the assembly the boys hold in Chapter 11?

2. How does Piggy plan to get his glasses returned?  What is wrong with his plan?
3. What is the evidence that Jack and his followers have become even more savage than before?

4. Explain the line at the end of Chapter 11 (page 182/165): “The hangman’s horror clung round him.”

5. What symbolic meaning is there in Ralph’s confrontation with the pig’s skull?

6. What is ominous in the revelation that Roger has sharpened a stick at both ends?

7. What irony is there in the final fire?

8. Take a close look at the scene with the naval officer.  How does he react to what he finds?
