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Act I

Critical Thinking and Reading: Making Inferences about Characters

In a play, information about a character is seldom given directly.  Instead, you must make inferences, or conclusions, about the character based on what the character says and does and on what others say about the character.  For example, an inference to be valid, you must consider the situation in which a character speaks and acts as well as the character’s motivation.  Is the character alone on stage or is the character speaking to someone?  Is the character speaking to a trusted friend, or is the character trying to flatter an enemy?  As you read, you may find new evidence that either supports the inferences that you have drawn or that makes it invalid.

Following is a series of inferences that can be make about Macbeth.  Based on all the evidence you have by the end of Act I, decide whether the inference is valid or invalid.  Then, in the space provided, cite several details from the play that either support the inference or that make it invalid.

1. Macbeth is brave.

2. Macbeth believes in the witches’ prophecies.

3. Macbeth is disturbed by the idea of killing King Duncan.

