
Comparison of a novel and its film version**




Assignment:

What’s the same and what’s so different?  What was added?  What was omitted?  Why?  Who cares?  What’s the effect of the similarities or differences?
THE FOCUS OF THE PAPER SHOULD BE ON THE FILM and how it compares (good or bad) to the novel.  Use the “Filmic Terms” cheat-sheet and “Credits” to assist you in your analysis of the film and how it stacks-up against the novel.
Introductory paragraph: 
Lead-in- should include the titles and authors of the film and novel.  Use the name of the Director as the “author” of the film. [Note the model on the top of the graphic organizer]
Thesis- The two are very different or very similar.
Preview-General points of comparison such as the setting, conflicts and focus.
Body paragraphs:

Essay must have three points of comparison: character/actor’s portrayal, point of view/narrator, setting/sets and props, theme/theme or focus, etc.  Therefore, you should have three body paragraphs, one for each point of comparison.  Each body paragraph should:
1. Identify a distinctive part in the film.  Discuss one aspect of the film (ie. actor’s portrayal in film vs. character’s development in novel) and explain using film language how it is similar or different.  Be specific.
2. Explain*:
· Explain what the big deal is about the similarity or difference.  So what?  

· Why is it SIGNIFICANT? 

·  HOW does the similarity or difference add to the film? detract from the film? change the film? enhance the film?  

#1 This should take several sentences.
#2* This is the MOST important aspect of the essay and should take several sentences

Conclusion Paragraph:

In this paragraph you may use “I” to make your point about which is better, the novel or the film.  In other words, EVALUATE the film and novel and come to a conclusion as to which is better.
· Conclude the paragraph with a statement the takes the THESIS statement a step farther by taking a stand having determined which was better.

· Evaluate the points you’ve made in the body paragraphs. 

· Explain your opinion which results from the evidence you produced in the body paragraphs.

Check List:
Do NOT use phrases like “I think”, “I believe,” until the LAST paragraph.
Omit fragments and run-ons

Underline the titles of the film and novel

Do not refer to authors by their first names.
Write in present verb tense.
**Summative assessment
