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Journal Questions

Choose a topic below and write a journal response that fills a minimum of one page of lined paper, double spaced.  You may NOT write on the same topic more than once.  Review the RUBRIC to clarify what is expected in your response; your goal is to “fully meet” the expectations.
1. In what way is Merryweather High School similar to our school?  In what ways is it different?
2. Melinda often feels ostracized because she doesn’t fit in or feel accepted by her “friends.”  In your friendships or in your life in general, in what ways do you conform to what is expected of you?  In what ways do you rebel against what is expected of you?

3. Melinda demonstrates many of the symptoms of clinical depression.  What behaviors does she manifest that would cause you concern if you were her friend or teacher?  What would you do to help her?

4. Have you ever been in a frightening situation similar to Melinda’s where you no longer felt you had control of what was happening around you?  Describe the event and how it was resolved.

5. Have you ever been in a situation similar to Melinda’s- ostracized from the members of your school or neighborhood?  If so, what did you do?  Have you known anyone who was excluded from being a part of your school or community?  What did your do in that situation?

6. How would you describe Mr. Freeman?  What qualities does he possess that make him a good teacher?  Have you ever known any teacher similar to Mr. Freeman?
7. Discuss Melinda’s relationship with her family.  What do you think of the parents/child relationship in the novel?  Refer to specific examples and incidents in your discussion.

8. Write about a time in your life when you stood up for what was right.

9. Choose one passage from a chapter we have read so far in the novel and write about WHY that passage caught your attention.  Did it surprise you?  Puzzle you?  Impress you?  WHY?

10. What passage, scene, dialogue, especially impressed or provoked you?  What “lasting” images stayed with you after you finished the book?

11. Readers have said that this books makes them laugh AND cry.  Was this your experience?  How does Anderson use the tragic/comic voice effectively?
