
Speak Writing Assignment #1





NAME ____________________
ONE paragraph
Select one song that relates to Melinda (characterization) and her emotions.  In other words, what would her theme song be?  What song would be playing on the screen when Melinda appears in a movie version of the novel?  Or what theme song would be playing in your head as you read this novel?
Choose two sections (or lines) of lyrics and explain how they relate to Melinda.  Be specific.  When quoting the lyrics, use a / to designate a second or third line.  Explain in detail how or why this particular lyric or lyrics reflect Melinda or her feelings.  Maybe your song reflects one particular part in the novel.  (For example: she might have one theme song when she’s at home, or a different one in English class, or when she’s alone.)  Be sure to blend in your quoted lyrics just like you would blend in any quotation.  Show how the lyrics reflect Melinda’s character.
· Be sure to quote the line (from the lyrics) in the paragraph and refer to it in your explanation.

· Review the attached rubric which will be applied to assess your writing.

You must print out and attach the lyrics to your paragraph.  Do NOT submit a CD recording.
Your paragraph will be assessed on the following rubric: 

	
	Distinguished
	Proficient
	Limited
	Unsatisfactory

	Topic sentence
	Engaging 
Identifies main idea and takes position
	Identifies main idea
	Ineffective
One component missing
	vague, missing, or incomplete

	Clincher
	Shows insight when answering the “So what?”
	Sufficient answer to “so what?”
	Weak attempt to answer the “So what?”
	Does not answer the “So what?”

	Content
	
	
	
	

	Supporting evidence/reasons
	detailed, accurate, and explicit
	sufficient and accurate
	inconsistent
	vague, missing, incomplete

	Use of quotations
	extensive, pertinent, relevant, 

well-blended
	adequate,

mostly well-blended
	insufficient, 

not well-blended
	absent

	Transitions
	effective and varied

sophisticated
	clear and functional
	mechanical, inconsistent
	absent

	Written Expression
	
	
	
	

	verb tense
	Completely written in present verb tense
	Most verbs are in present tense
	Few verbs are in present tense
	Not written in present verb tense

	commas
	Flawless use of commas
	Mostly correct use of commas
	Frequently misused commas
	Frequent errors in comma usage

	sentence structure

(including fragments and run-ons)
	complete, correct, varied

interesting
	complete and correct
	some errors
	frequent errors


Comments: 








Grade:

