
Writing a FILM REVIEW
All films contain three components that should be analyzed when writing a film review.

Literary Components
· Plot/Summary

· Point of view/narration

· Conflict

· Setting

· Characterization

· Theme

· imagery

Dramatic Components

· Actors portraying characters

· Characters engage in dialogue

· Characters wear costumes, make-up

· Set/location

· Director/author

Cinematic Components

· Sound

· Editing film

· Special effects

· LIST of filmic terms(attached)

These SIX questions work with any film to help you solidify your experience, thoughts, and ideas:

1. What changes did you notice in the film as you watched?  What changes did you notice in your feelings or opinions as you watched?

2. Go back over your notes you wrote during the film.  Did you notice any “images” or “sounds” that stood out for you?  Do you see any “patterns” emerging?  (For example, do you see the same images again and again?  Do you hear musical phrases of lines of dialogue repeated?)  What do you think the director was trying to communicate by using these patterns?
3. Make a list of all things that this film is “about.”
4. Make a list of all the conflicts you have seen in this film.

5. What characters, incidents, or objects in this film remind you of other stories you have read or movies you have seen?

6. In your opinion, is this film neutral or does it clearly take a particular position on an issue?
