TRUE GRIT
Essay

Near the beginning of the novel, Mattie Ross announces her intention to find a man with ‘grit’ to help pursue her father’s murderer.  But what is ‘grit,’ exactly?  And to what extent do all of the characters in the novel display this quality?

Assignment:  To write an essay in which you explain how at least three characters in the book have (or do not have) ‘grit’ and what this characteristic enables them to do.

How to Proceed:

1. Choose three characters to discuss.  The three main ones are the most obvious, but consider some of the more minor ones, as well.  Does Lucky Ned Pepper have grit?  Tom Chaney?  Colonel Stonehill?

2. Review the novel, your study guides and your notes for evidence or grit or the lack of it in your characters.  For each character, find at least three substantial pieces of support in the novel.  Record page numbers and pieces of quotations as needed.

3. Draft your essay.  Begin by defining what is meant by ‘grit.’  Discuss each of your characters in turn, in his or her own paragraph.  Include your support from the novel.

4. Revise and edit your essay before handing it in.

DUE:  
